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EPA  Update  on  Gold  King  Mine  Response:  San  Juan  River 
Data 

WASHINGTON  - Today  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  released  new  water  quality  and 
sediment  data  for  the  San  Juan  River  within  the  Navajo  Nation  as  part  of  the  ongoing  Gold  King  Mine 
response. 

What  data  is  EPA  posting  today? 

Today  EPA  is  posting  August  24th  sampling  data  results  from  the  San  Juan  River  in  the  Navajo  Nation. 
Surface  water  and  sediment  samples  were  collected  at  1 1 locations  and  analyzed  for  24  metals,  including 
arsenic,  cadmium,  lead  and  mercury.  Concentrations  of  iron  and  other  metals  in  San  Juan  River  water  in 
the  Navajo  Nation  peaked  during  the  week  of  August  10th  as  the  mine  release  moved  through  the  Navajo 
Nation,  but  have  since  trended  to  pre-release  conditions. 

What  do  the  sample  results  show? 

Based  on  the  comparison  of  pre-event  data  with  data  collected  over  the  past  two  weeks,  the  pre-event 
sampling  data  show  that  concentrations  for  all  24  metals  in  surface  water  have  trended  to  pre-event 
conditions,  well  below  Recreational  Screening  Levels.  The  metal  concentrations  of  the  samples  were  also 
below  soil  / sediment  recreational  screening  levels.  Based  upon  the  sediment  sampling  results,  sediment 
sample  concentrations  are  trending  toward  pre-event  conditions  as  well. 

View  the  data  here:  http://www2.epa.qov/qoldkinqmine/data-qold-kinq-mine-response 

For  more  information  on  EPA’s  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  release  please  visit: 

www.epa.gov/qoldkinqmine 
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